
Transforming Artisanal and Small-scale Mining  
       (ASM) 



×15-20 million miners  

×100 million depend 
on it indirectly  

×10-15% of gold is 
produced by 
!{aΧΦǿƛǘƘ фл҈ ƻŦ 
labour force 

 

×SUBSAHARIAN 
AFRICA: 2,6 million 
 

ASM ς A GLOBAL PHENOMENON 



  You will recognise 
artisanal and 
small scale 
mining when you 
see it.  

 

ÅSimplified ς exploration, 
extraction, processing, etc. 

ÅLow capital intensive 

ÅIntensive in labour  

ÅCommunity mining: groups, 
family units, organisations 

ÅSustainability challenges: 
-informality 

-social  

-environmental 

ASM ς WHAT IS IT? 



 

 

WHY DID WE BECOME MINERS? 

× To feed and educate 

our children 

× Traditional  ancestral 

activity   

× To improve our income 

× Lack of opportunities 

in other sectors  

× Unemployment  

× Forced displacement  

 



 

ASM DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL: 

ÇGenerates income and employment 

ÇLimits rural exodus 

ÇActivates local and regional economies 

ÇRelatively low environmental impact 

HARNESSING THE DEMAND FOR 
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 

ASM IS HERE TO STAY!! 



×ASM needs recognition and 
support by the governments 

 

×Perceived competition for 
natural resources ASM - LSM 

 

×Conflict minerals & 
extractive industry reforms:  
a top-down consumer driven 
process, excluding ASM. 

 

 

COMMUNITY RIGHTS OF ACCESS 
TO NATURAL RESOURCES 
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×FLO and ARḾs joint standard (2010)  

×The only  certification for responsible ASM 

×Supporting  responsible ASM practices 

×Empowerment & legitimacy! 

 

 

FAIRTRADE AND FAIRMINED GOLD 



×FAIR PRICE                 

(min 95% of London Fix)  

×FAIRTRADE PREMIUM 10-15%,  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

VProduction: 2kg of gold per month 
VBeneficiaries: 80 miners & workers 
plus families 
VFairtrade premium: USD 11,500 per 
month 
VPlanned investment: improved 
housing for workers 



×Child labour eliminated 

×Strong women 
organisation 

×Community 
development 

×Pioneers of 
formalisation 

 

 

 

MACDESA, SOTRAMI, AURELSA 
 PERU 



COTAPATA COOPERATIVE  
BOLIVIA  

×First FTFM certified 

×Responsible use of mercury 

×High environmental 
standards, water protection 

 



× First Fairtrade y Fairmined 
Ecological Gold 

 
×Ancestral techniques 

 
×Strategy for the defense of the 
territory and preservation of cultu-
ral identity of Afro-Colombians 

ORO VERDE (GREEN GOLD) 
COLOMBIA 



FORMALISATION 

Standards 
Development 

Fairtrade and 
Fairmined 

Vision for 
other mined 

products 

Advisory and 
Training  

For Miners 

For 
Governments 

and the 
Industry 

Advocacy to 
enable legal and 

market 
environments 

Human rights 
approach to 

ASM 

Sustainability 
in the industry 

ARM is a global 
non-for profit 
established in 
Colombia.  
 
Since 2005      
we have been 
bringing 
together 
organisations 
and individuals 
committed to 
the positive 
transformations 
of the sector.  

OUR STRATEGY  


